
Pharmacists can share flu vaccine 

Community Pharmacies and GP practices can now share the flu vaccine 

without having a wholesaler dealer’s licence. 
 
In a recent letter, Deborah Tomalin, NHS England director of Public 
health Commissioning and Operations, said the Medicines and 
Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) would not prevent the 
transfer of QIV (quadrivalent influenza vaccine) or LAIV ( live attenuated 
influenza vaccine) vaccines that are in ‘short supply’ or ‘temporary no 
supply’. 
 
To read more 
https://www.thepharmacist.co.uk/clinical/vaccinations/community-pharmacies-and-gp-practices-can-share-flu-vaccine-
stock-without-wholesaler-licence/ 
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Prescription medications delivered to US homes by drone for the 
first time 
 
The first US drone delivery of prescription medicines has taken place 
between a North Carolina pharmacy and a patient’s home by UPS  
subsidiary UPS Flight Forward. 
 
Then a second delivery to a nearby retirement home was made. 
The flight was made autonomously, but was monitored by a remote  
operator who was able to take over if the drone experienced any  
difficulties.  
 
When it arrived, the Matternet M2 drone hovered 20 feet above the  
property, before slowly lowering its package via a cable. The hope is that 
drone deliveries like this will make it easier for customers with limited 
mobility to get their medication in the future. 
 
To read more 
https://www.theverge.com/2019/11/6/20951213/ups-drone-delivery-prescription-medication-north-carolina-pharmacy-
matternet 



Uncertainly for UK science 
 
UK’s annual share of EU research funding has fallen by half a billion Euros since 2015 
 
Analysis carried out by the Royal Society has shown that UK science has suffered due to the uncertainty sur-
rounding Brexit.  
 
The UK appears to be less attractive as the number of scientists coming into the UK has fallen by 35%.  
 
To read more 
https://www.eureporter.co/frontpage/2019/10/16/brexit-uncertainty-harming-uk-science/ 
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Government to tighten its regulation of pharmaceutical wholesalers 
 
Mike Hewitson former National Pharmacy Association (NPA) board member has called on the government to 
tighten its regulation of pharmaceutical wholesalers after claiming some are “a significant part of the problem” 
behind medicines shortages within community pharmacy. 
 
Mr Hewitson alleged that medicines at some wholesalers regularly disappears from stock, and then  re-appears 
when the price reaches a certain level or a concessionary price is granted by the Department of Health & Social 
Care (DHSC).  
 
To read more 
https://www.p3pharmacy.co.uk/561795-government-must-tighten-regulation-on-wholesalers 

60% of medicine shortages caused by manufacturers 
 
Urgent action is needed to tackle drug shortages say the GRIP -European Healthcare Distribution Association. 
 
Manufacturing problems are causing more than 60% of medicines shortages across Europe. 
 
The European Healthcare Distribution Association (GIRP) said drug shortages had become “intolerable” for  
patients and that there was “extreme pressure” to find “urgent solutions” to the problem. 
 
To read more 
 
https://www.pharmaceutical-journal.com/news-and-analysis/news/manufacturing-problems-cause-60-of-medicines-shortages-say-european-wholesalers/20207343.article?firstPass=false 
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Price Watch ……….UK    

UK Price Shifts Do Not Always Follow Reimbursement 
 
UK generics prices to independent pharmacists do not always reflect changes in reimbursement, according 
to the latest figures from market researcher WaveData. 
 
Based on UK trade prices to independent pharmacists in October, WaveData noted that the cheapest and 
average market prices for both celecoxib 200mg capsules in 30-count packs and nefopam 30mg tablets in 
90-count packs had gone against the grain of changes to their reimbursement price. 
 
On celecoxib, WaveData expressed surprise that both the minimum and average prices experienced  
double-digit price decreases – of 25% to £3.28 ($4.23) and 16% to £6.96 respectively – “especially after the 
reimbursement price was increased by £6.18 in October to £8.95.” 
 

WaveData  

Subscribe to the industry's comprehensive source of news and analysis. 

www.generics-bulletin.com 

Patients across Europe lives are at risk waiting for life-saving medications 
 
Patients across Europe are waiting MONTHS for life-saving medications including vaccines, insulin and heart 
disease drugs due to production issues at Asian factories 
 
Chemists are also unable to access antibiotics, painkillers, the morning after pill and other basic drugs due to 
the hold up in Asia. 
 
In Denmark, pharmacies have sold out of more than a thousand drugs, Epileptics in Germany are being 
forced to wait months for their pills, while Norway's drug have plunged to a ten-year low.  
 
To read  more 
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-7647023/Patients-Europe-waiting-months-life-saving-drugs-shortage.html 

Cannabis- based drugs approved 
 
NHS England has approved two cannabis-based medicines, used to treat epilepsy and multiple sclerosis. 
Both medicines were grown and developed in the UK. 

Doctors will be able to prescribe Epidyolex, for children with two types of severe epilepsy - Lennox Gastaut 
syndrome and Dravet syndrome - which can cause multiple seizures a day. 
 

Clinical trials have shown the oral solution, which contains cannabidiol (CBD), could reduce the number of 
seizures by up to 40% in some children. 
To read more 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-50351868 
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Forthcoming events 

Organizer Date Venue Link or Email 

 EMIG HR 'Special Interest Group' Meeting 
3rd Dec 
19 london https://www.dgtbookings.com/emig/ 

The life sciences sector in the UK - invest-
ment, innovation and next steps for delivering 
the Sector Deal 2 

4th Dec 
19 london 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/life-
sciences-sector-deal2-19 

EMIG Market Access Group  
5th Dec 
19 london www.delegant.co.uk/emig 

Upcoming Royal Society of Biology Event: 
Animal Science Meeting  

6th Dec 
19 london events (a/t) rsb.org.uk 

Dementia care in England - research, person-
alised care, and health and social care inte-
gration 

10th Dec 
19  london 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/
dementia-care-in-England-19 

Utilising data in healthcare - adoption, public 
trust and innovation 

12th Dec 
19 london 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/big-data-
in-health-19 

The health workforce and delivering the NHS 
People Plan: leadership, staff wellbeing and 
professional regulation 

12th Dec 
19 london 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/
leadership-in-the-NHS-19 

Emig Business Development Meetings 
12th Dec 
19 london http://emig.org.uk/about-emig-2/#sigs 

Rare diseases and specialised commission-
ing in England  

9th Jan 
20 london 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/
improving-outcomes-for-rare-diseases-20 

EMIG Compliance Group Meeting  
13th Jan 
20 london https://delegant.co.uk/emig/ 

Prevention and public health in England - 
commissioning, collaboration and innovation 

16th Jan 
20 london 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/public-
health-in-England-20 

Payment systems and reimbursement in 
healthcare 

21st Jan 
20 london 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/payment
-systems-and-reimbursement-healthcare-2020 

EMIG Finance Group Meeting  
21st Jan 
20 london https://delegant.co.uk/emig/entry/1573/ 

NHS Waiting Times: Improving Patient Expe-
rience  

21st Jan 
20 london 

https://westminsterinsight.com/booking/3432/WQXM1O-
2937443 

Improving mental health in Wales - preven-
tion, access, funding decisions, and service 
quality - keynotes: Public Health Wales, RCP 
Wales and RCN Wales  

29th Jan 
20 Wales 

https://www.policyforumforwales.co.uk/book/improving-
mental-health-in-Wales-2020 

Priorities for the NHS Assembly and deliver-
ing the NHS Long Term Plan 

5th Feb 
20 london 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/priorities
-for-the-NHS-Assembly-and-delivering-the-NHS-Long-
Term-Plan 

Building a Digital First Future 
5th Feb 
20 

Man-
chester sean (a/t) cvevents.co.uk 

The future for NICE in health and social care 
6th Feb 
20 london 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/future-of-
NICE-in-health-and-social-care-20 

11th Health Expo Athens 
8th - 9th 
Feb 20 Greece a.sakaloglou (a/t) pharmamanage.gr 

Improving Patient Safety & Care 2020 
13th Feb 
20 london 

https://ipc2020.govconnect.org.uk/index.php?
option=com_reg 

Cardiovascular disease in England - preven-
tion, innovation and tackling inequalities 

25th Feb 
20 london 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/
cardiovascular-disease-in-England-19 
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Fibromyalgia-Europe2020  

12th - 
13th Mar 
20 Germany https://fibromyalgia2020.com/registration/ 

Rare-Europe2020  

12th - 
13th Mar 
20 Germany https://rare-europe2020.com/registration/ 

Improving Patient Safety & Care 2020 contin-
uous learning, measurement & improvement 

13th Feb 
20 london 

https://ipc2020.govconnect.org.uk/index.php?
option=com_reg&pcode=IPSC_EARLYBIRD 

Antimicrobial resistance - coordinating a 
global response and progress on the UK 
strategy 

20th Feb 
20 london 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/
antimicrobial-resistance-20 

Cardiovascular disease in England - preven-
tion, innovation and tackling inequalities 

25th Feb 
20 london 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/
cardiovascular-disease-in-England-19 

21st Pharmacovigilance 2020 

26th - 
27th Feb 
20 london saket (a/t) viconferences.co.uk 

Environmental sustainability in healthcare 
20th Mar 
20 london 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/
environmental-sustainability-in-healthcare-20 

Priorities for general practice in England: 
Primary Care Networks, digital technology 
and delivering the GP contract 

24th Mar 
20 london 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/general-
practice-in-England-20 

Environmental sustainability in healthcare 
31st Mar 
20 london 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/
environmental-sustainability-in-healthcare-20 

Next steps for diagnostics and pathology - 
innovation, collaboration and standards 

2nd Apr 
20 london 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/next-
steps-for-diagnostics-and-pathology 

The World Congress on Skin Cancer 
2nd - 3rd 
Apr 20 Germany https://skin-cancer2020.com/registration/ 

COMIG meeting 
23rd Apr 
20 

Coven-
try COMIG.co.uk Further details to be confirmed 

Can you help the NHS commutate with pa-
tients? 

23rd Apr 
20 

Man-
chester Sean (a/t) cvevents.co.uk  

BioTrinity 2020 

28th - 
29th Apr 
20 london https://biotrinity.com/register-here 

Helping develop the NHS Long Term Plan 
29th Apr 
20 london https://nhsltp.co.uk/index.php?option=com_reg 

30 years of Primary Care & Public Health 

13th - 
14th May 
20 

Birming-
ham steven (a/t) sterlingevents.co.uk 



WaveData — Top ten searched  products where the focus was to November 2019 

According to WaveData, these were the most commonly investigated products in searches of the online pricing 
data  

Wavedata Live at http://www.wavedata.net 

Both uk and pi prices were viewed for each product, giving some indication of where the focus was to  

November 2019 
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This bulletin now goes out to 4800 plus people. 

 
If you would like to add or suggest any articles/comments, please let me know by the 11th  

December 2019, as I will be issuing the next bulletin on the 18th December 2019. 
 

If you have any colleagues who would like to receive this, please let them know about it. 
 

You can view all copies of the  Bulletin at    
http://www.wavedata.co.uk/newinfo.asp 

Jackie Moss 
WaveData Ltd 

 
E-mail:      Jackie@wavedata.co.uk 

Twitter @wavedata 

Product Aug-19 Sep-19 Oct-19 Nov-19 

Metformin Tabs 500mg 28 £0.57 £0.75 £0.82 £0.99 

Solifenacin Tabs 10mg 30 £9.95 £8.73 £6.80 £7.89 

Solifenacin Tabs 5mg 30 £7.76 £6.70 £5.18 £6.09 

Losartan Tabs 50mg 28 £2.33 £2.37 £2.36 £2.20 

Naproxen Tabs 500mg 28 £3.59 £2.72 £2.91 £2.92 

Losartan Tabs 100mg 28 £3.12 £3.06 £2.82 £2.58 

Fluoxetine Caps 20mg 30 £0.55 £0.54 £0.72 £0.83 

Omeprazole Caps 20mg 28 £0.43 £0.42 £0.41 £0.48 

Mometasone Furoate Aqueous Nasal Spray 50mcg 1 (140 Doses) £4.26 £4.52 £4.28 £4.64 

Allopurinol Tabs 100mg 28 £0.76 £0.73 £0.68 £0.62 


